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splintering up the rocks to pieces, he would be in tlie
Akasa through Agni Dharana. When the world toge-
ther with the Mahameru would be under water, he
would float on them through Vayu Dharana.
7.    TIRUMOOLA NAYANAR
Tirumoola Nayanar was a great Yogi in Kailas.
He had all the 8 major Siddhis through the grace of
Nandi, the Vahana of Lord Siva. He was a friend of
Agastya Muni. He came from Kailas and stayed in
Varanasi. Then he went to Chidambaram and Tim-
vaduturai and other places near Madras. He wor-
shipped Lord Siva in the temple at Tiruvaduturai and
stayed there for some time. Once he went to a garden
on the banks of the river'Cauveri. There he saw the
dead body of a caretaker of a herd of cows. He noti-
ced that all the cows surrounded the dead body of the
cowherd and were crying bitterly. This touched the
heart of Tirumoolar, He pitied the cows very much.
He left his body in a certain place and entered the
dead body of the cowherd. He looked after the cows
throughout the day and sent them back to their res-
pective houses. The wife of the cowherd, who was not
aware of the death of her husband, invited Tirumoolar
who was wearing the physical body of her husband.
Tirumoolar refused. He wanted to enter his own
body. When he searched for his body, it was not
found in the original place. Then he thought it was
all the Grace of Lord Siva. Then with the body of the
cowherd, he went to Avaduturai and sat underneath
an Aswattha tree on the western side of the temple
and wrote a valuable book called "Tirumantram" in